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AVIATION INDUSTRY � DEREGULATION 

420. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 
�Mr Squeaker� �  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Albany knows that my ageing mother lives in Albany, and she knows where 
he lives! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: She is going to hammer me! 

I refer to the Minister for Regional Development�s comments in the house yesterday about regional airport 
upgrades at Geraldton and Esperance and that soon there may be no aeroplanes to service these airports. 

(1) Is the Premier aware that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has asked Skywest Airlines 
Pty Ltd to extend its contract across Western Australia for three months without being able to confirm 
whether the aviation industry will be deregulated? 

(2) Is he aware that Skywest has refused to extend its contracts, and is now facing extreme uncertainty 
about its future? 

(3) What certainty can he provide to those people employed by Skywest that their jobs will be safe? 

(4) Why is the government and this incompetent minister sitting on a report about the regulation of the 
state�s aviation industry, and will the Premier table the report today? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)-(4) I am conscious that there is uncertainty in regional airline services. I assure the member that the report 

has been received by the minister. He has looked at the report and is seeking advice on it, and he will 
bring a recommendation to cabinet in due course. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Armadale! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am conscious of the fragility of some airline services in this economic environment; the 
long-term problem of long hauls, often not with ideal aircraft; and the volatility in passenger numbers. We will 
not proceed with any sort of rampant deregulation if it threatens the reliability of airline services. I take on board 
the issue. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Armadale! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, and we will. We will ensure that airline services continue in Western Australia. 
 


